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Having made it appear that Christ is present with all his 
} 


hurches; if remains to show, 


Il. For what purpose, he is thus specially present with them. 
Chirist’s mediatorial office obliges bim to be always present with 
all’ the branches of bis church, till they are brought to the per- 

fection of noliness and happiness in the kingdom of glory. ~ Tho’ 
Christ by bis sufferings and death on the cross, laid a foundation 
for the pardon and salvation of all whom the Father has given 
him; yet he has much more to do, in order to complete the wark 
of redemption. He told his disciples after his resurrection from 
the dead, that the Father had given him all power in heaven and 
earth; that is, committed the governmext of the universe into his 
hands, or set him as King on his holy hill of Zion: or as the 
apostle said, ‘‘set him at his own right hand in heavenly places, 
far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come: and hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all things to the chureh.”? His office as su- 
preme head of the church requires him to be constantly and ac- 
tively present with it. - For, 

1. It requires him to govern and direct all things in the universe 
in subserviency to his church and people here on earth. He is 
the present King and God of Zion. The reins of government are 
committed to his hands, He is now King of kings and Lord of 
lords. And the father bath promised him that all nations shall 
serve him. It belongs to him to dispose of all the kingdoms and 
nations of the world, so as best to promote the good of lis church 
in general, and the good of his churches in particular, And in 
order to do this, he mugt be constantly present with all his people, 
and regard all their external circumstances, and cause all the an- 
gels in heaven, and all the rulers on earth, and all their subjects, 
to do whatever is necessary for the prosperity of Zion. He 
has all-instruments and means in his hand, and as the great 
head of the church, he employs them all in ultimate reference to 
the salvation of those, whom his Father has given him. He 
knows, that the men of the world, as well as the god of the world, 
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are all enemies to the church, and endeavoring to destroy it, and 
therefore he watches over it continually, to guard it against all its 
enemies. Hence he says, “ 1 the Lord do keep it: lest any hurt 
it, 1 will keep it night aod day.”? He appeared to John im vision, 
as having a sharp two-edged sword, to denote his power and au- 
thority to destroy all the incorrigible enemies of the ehurch; and 
he threatens to break them with a rod ef iron, and to dash them 
in pieces like a potter’s vessel. As the great Guardian of the 
church, he never withdraws bis presence from it a single moment 
2. He is perpetually present with bis churches in order to in- 
strvet them in the knowledge of the gospel. It belongs to him t 
raise up pastors and teachers jor the perfecting of the saints, and 
the edifying of his spiritual body. While upon earth he appoint 
ed special apostles and teachers, and directed them where to ¢ 
and how 
the stars im his rivht hand, and thrusts forth laborers ia bis vine 
yard He knows that the good of bis churches greatly depends 
upon the ability and fidelity of his ministers. And he still exerts 
il influence upon the minds of men, in preparing and dis- 


how to pr ach, and engaged tobe with them. He still holds 


j i 


a power! 
posing them to preach the gospel, and in direeting them when and 


how to labor in his vineyard, and in crowning their labors with 


success. 

3. tle is consta ntly present with his churches to purge and pu 
rify them of their errors and delusions. In this respect he was 
ever present with the seven churches of Asia. He tells them all, 
“If know your works.”?’ "While he was constantly walking in the 
midst of them, he saw hew some of them had “left their first 
love:”? how some had fallen into gross errors; how some of them 
had embraced the doctrines of false teachers; how some had be- 
come loose and abandoned in their eonduet; and how some of 
therm had become luke-warm, cold, and even dead in duty. Te 
purge and purify them, and restore them to their former life and 
vigor, and spiritual prosperity, he sent them warnings, reproofs 
and threatenings, by his apostle Jshn? And he still resides among 
all bis churches, and observes all their views, feelings and con- 
duct, in order to purge them from their dross, and tin, and every 
thine which is offensive to him. 

4. He is present with all the sincere members of his churches, 
to direct and assist them in duty, and especially in their duty 
towards each other. When two or three of them are gathered 
together in his name, he always meets with them, to guide and 


assist and encourage them im duty. Paul relied upon the pres- 
ence aud assistance of Christ in all his extraordinary labors and 
self-denying duties. He says, “I: can do all things through 


Christ, which strengtheneth me.”? He affords the same presence 
and assistance to every siacere member of his church, in the per- 
formance of duty. He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench 
the smoking flax. He takes peculiar care of the weak, the fee- 
ble, and the faint-hearted, and gives them that aid and assistance 
which their peculiar circumstances require 
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5. He is always present with all the sincere members of his 
churches, as their great high priest, to hear their prayers, and to 
make intercession for them. He feéls all their trials, all their 
burdens aud all their alllictions, and is ready to hear all their 
prayers and supplications for all the comtort and consolation they 
need. He presents their prayers as advocate to bis iather, and 
pleads for every blessing which it will be best for them to enjoy. 
And his Father always hears him. He still acts as mediator be- 
tween his Father and his sinfil, unworthy creatures, which re- 
quires his continual presence with his churches. 

From the preceding observations, the following inferences, omit- 
ting others, may be drawa: 

1 The church is safe. Thongh the people of God belong to 
different communities, and are formed into various particular soci- 
eties, by special covenants, for the purpose of mutual edification; 
yet they may be considered as constituting, one body, called the 
church, of which Christ is the head, and each individual, of what- 
ever name or nation, is a member, For the protection and per- 
petuation of this spiritual body, the wisdom, and power, and 
grace, and faithfulnesss of the Lord Jesus, stand pledged.— 
With this his church, he has promised to be ever present, to en- 
lighten and sanctify and protect it, and by the influences of his 
holy spirit, to repair its breaches and increase it with perpetual 
additions of such as Shall be saved; so that ‘ the gates of hell 
shall never prevail against it.’ Between this spiritual body, aud 
any particular visible church, there is no necessary connection.— 
A particular visible church may consist priacipally of such as be 


long to the general spiritual church; and tt may consist principal 
ly of such as belong to the kingdom of the god of this world.— 
And a particular visible church, which once comprised a majority 
of the cordial friends of Christ, may degenerate, by departing 
from the truth, neglecting the discipline of Cheist’s house, aud 


conforming to the customs and manners of the world, so as to bee 


come visibly a synagogue of Satan. Christ has not promised his 
perpetual pres ‘nee with any particular visible chureh, and mary 
such churches have, from time to time, become corrupted, and for- 
saken of Christ, and their ‘candlestick has been removed out of 
its place.’ Thus it ha pened to the seven once flourishing church- 
es of Asia: and thus it has happened to many ch irches in mod- 
ern times. And hence it becomes every visible church of ~‘hrist 
to fear and watch and pray and hold fast and repent. But still, 
the general spiritual church is never in the least danger. — it, is 
founded on the rock of awes; it is surrounded by a wall of fre;— 
and no weapon formed a.aiust it shall ever be s iff-red to prosper. 
In its very infancy, this church withstood ‘ principalities and pow- 
ers, and spirit ial-wickedness in high places.’ Like the three 
worthies in the fiery furnace, it tived and grew amidst ten violent 
persecutions, and baffled all the arts and arms of the mistress of 
the world Though comparatively but a ‘ little flock,’ yet she 
had no reason to fear; for ber God was her glory and defence, 
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and through him, the spiritual weapons of her warfare were mighty. 
For almost two th: vasand years, the wit of inlide! philosophers, the 
treachery of false brethren, the fire and Senna of pe rsecutors, 
and the wiles of the devil, have been combmed and exerted all 
their power to crush and exterminate the feeble and defenceless 
body of Christ; but all their works have been destroyed, and all 
their machinations and malice and vivleace have served to pro- 
mote its purity and increase its growth ‘This is the Lord’s do- 
ing; and it is marvellous in our eyes.” Surely, He, who has 
‘walked in the midst of his golden candlesticks and held the stars 
in his right hand’ is * Mighty to save,’ and has ‘all power in heaven 
and earth.’ In his hand, and under the broad shield of his pro- 
tection, the church ever has been, and ever will be, safe. ‘To all 
her friends we may say, ‘Ve beheve in God; believe also in 
Christ.’ He never has s:ffered, and he never will suffer, any 
thing to take place to the ultimate injury of his church, but will so 
order all events, as to promote her progressive iucrease and pros- 
perity, till she shall wax great, and fill, and become the joy of the 
whole earth. 

2: Those who belong to the real church of Christ, are in a safe 
and happy state. Who these are, is koown to Him whose preroga- 
tive it is, to search the hearts and try the reins of the children of 
men, Many of them, no doubt, belong to particular visible 
churches; and many, there is reason to apprehend, belong to such 
churches, who have only a name to live, and whom Christ has 
never known, as’ his true disciples. But however men may de- 
ceive themselves or one another, ‘the Lord knoweth them that 
are his,’ and will ‘keep them by his mighty ee faith 
unfo salvation.? He protee ts and blesses his church, by protect- 
ing and” blessing every individual member of it. He assures 
them, that he will withhold from them ‘no good thing’—nothing 
best for them on the whole—and that all things § shall work to- 
gether for their good.’ ‘They are as safe asthe church of which 
they are members. Nothing can ultimately harm them. And 
they have present peace in believing in the power and siiatbh and 
goodu ‘ss and truth of their Divine ne emer, and amidst all the 
labors and cares and afflictions of life, can trust in his ability and 
faithfulness to ‘ keep that which they ‘Pec committed to him,’ and 
* re ej! vice in hone of the glory of God.’ 

But on the other ha: d, 

The condition of those who are out of the true church, is 
dangerous and wretched. As they are none of Christs; so they 
are the servants of Satan. As they are not with Christ, they are 
agamsl him; and he is against them. His presence, which is a 
pillar of promise and hope to his people, is a portentous cloud of 
perplexity and despair to his enemies. All he does to protect and 
build up his chure h, tends to bring defeat and disappointment and 
ruin upon the heads of all who are without its pale. As the 
church rises, all the world besides must sink. He, who is head 
over all things to the church, is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, as 
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well as the Lamb of God—He is mighty to destroy as well as to 
save Hie will soon have the heathen for his inheritance e, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for® his possession, and will dash all 
his enemies in pteces, like a potter’s vessel, It deeply concerns 
all who would escape the deluge of divine wrath ae is coming 


upon the world of the « ngodly, to flee into the only ark of salety, 
the frue, spirituai church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


E. T. 


For the ITopkinsian Magazine. 
EXPOSITION. 


Psat, tt. 5—Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 


my mother concetve me, 


Iu this psalm, David confesses his sin, and prays for pardon and 
sanctilcation, ‘The verse before us, 1s evidently a part of his 
confession of sm. But viewed in this light, it has appeared to 
me to present a very serious difficulty. Confession of sin ever 
implies an acknowledgement of guilt. A person can be guilty of 
thal only, im which he is volu: tary or active. Why then should 
} avid in this penitential psalin, confess, that he was shapen im 
aniquiy and conce wed in sin? He sweety could not have been 
voluntary aud active in bis own conception and formation. The 
iniquity and sin, therefore, in which he was shapen and conceived, 
must have been those of bis parents. Why then should he make 
coufession of this iniquity and sin, in which he could not participate, 
and of which he could not be conscious? 

This difficulty led to a critical examination of the original.— 
This examination, it is thought, has detected a mistake in the ren- 
dering of our translators; for which it seems difficult to account, 
without supposing that they had imbibed the notion, either of the 
imputation of the parents sin to his offspring, or of a sinful nature 
derived from one’s parents, which precedes all voluntary exer- 
cises. 

‘The word (for it is but one) rendered, I was shapen, is derived 
from a root (H46i) which signilies fo bring forth, and also to grieve, 
or uller signs of distress ; to fear, tremble, &c. “The first I sup- 
pose to be the primary sense, and the others figuratively derived 
from it, This word, in the original, is also in the active voice, ex- 
pressing what one does, and not what is done to him, and should 
have been so translated But as David neither shaped nor 
brought forth himself, I conclude that the word grieve, or ery, is 
the one that expresses, in English, the true sense of the original. 
The meaning of the P a appears to be this: “I uttered my 
first cry in iniquity,” q. d. “At my very birth—as soon as I had 
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ae 
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a rational soul—as soon as I became a moral agent, I committed 
iniquity. My first moral exercises were evil.” 

The original wor 1, rendered, id conceive mé , Is de 
root (lbm) which signifies to grow warm; from whence are de- 
rived the figurative senses, to fondle, to cherwh. ‘This last is the 
meaning which the learned Buxtorf allixes to the word, in the verse 
under consideration.. (Fovit me.) But then he adds, for what 
reason I know not, m-ulero conceplum, 1. e. before birth. Why 
is it not much more: reasonable to suppose, that David meant to 
say, that lis mother cherished, fondled, or nursed him in sin, af- 
ter his birth, and during the period of his ‘infancy? ‘Thus under- 


. 2 
rived trom a 


stood, there is sense and consistency in the whole passage Da- 
vid, in the spirit of a true penitent, confesses his own sin, and not 
the sin of his mother, of which she alone was guilty: he acknow- 
ledges that he had been a sinner even from his birth, and while le 
wasin a state of infaney, as well asinriper years. ‘Thus his con- 
fession harmonizes with the inspired declaration, that “man is born 
as the wild ass’s colt,’ that “* the wicked are estranged from the 


3 


womb,” and that ‘‘ they go astray as soon as they be born 

If this passage has been ri rhtly explained, it is obvious that it 
accords with the general tenor of scripture, which teaches that all 
sin consists in voluntary exercises, and that no one is ever criminal 
or ever punished for the sins ef another; and it is equally obvious 
that this passage affords not the least support to the absurd doe- 
trine of imputed sin, or to the strange notion of a sinful nature, 


which every man is supposed to derive from his, parents, before he 


> 


has a moral exercise of his own, before he is a moral agent, and 
even before he is born into the world! 
GIMEL 


LOSS OF THE SOUL. 


Remarks upon Matuew, xvi. 26, extracted froma Review of 
Rev. Adin Ballou’s lale Sermon on the text, in the Chris- 
tian Soldier. 


The following, which Mr. B. took for his text, is one, which he 
admits relates to the future punishment of the wicked: ‘What 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his-soul?”’ In 
Luke the same questions are asked in a little differeat form: ‘“‘For 
what is a man advantaged, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose bimself or be cast away?’? The reader cannot but notice that 
the soul is here spoken of as liable to be lost. Those to whom this 
language applies are said to lose themselves or be cast away. 
Now we maintain, that this language is proper only upon the sup- 
position that the soul is liable to be irrecoverably lost. If, as Mr. 
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B. contends, all the wicked in Hell will be restored, and if it is 
known that they will be restored, there is no propriety in speaking 
ofthem as lost. On his princip| S, they are not lost. J Rey are 
in perfectly safe keeping. Though they may be suffering a punish- 
ment,in comparison of which all the evils of this life are ‘“‘mere 
motes,” yet it is all for their good; it is known to be all for their 
good, a salutary discipline, which is to purge away their sins and 
prepare them for Heaven. According to Mr. B., any other pun- 
ishment, than that which is to prove the reformation and salvation 
of the sinner, is unworthy of ‘‘an infinitely good and wise God.” 
Now to say ‘ef a person under this salutary and mere iful discipline 

while it is known, (and he knows himself, ii he happeas to be one 
of Mr. B.’s hearers,) that it is preparing bim for inexpressible and 
eternal felicity, that he is lost, is an outrage upon the law of lan- 
guage. He is not lost. [ repeat it, ne is safe. He is in the 
best circumstances which, with his present character, he can be in, 
Though his present sufferings may be great, yet they are but the 
necessary means of his future good He is an heir of glory, and 
will forever bless God for the kind and wholesome diseiplir e, under 
which he is now placed. We might as well say of the inmates of 
our penitentiaries, and state prisons, that they y are lost, asto say, 
upou Mr. B.’s principles, that souls are lost who are sentenced to 


only a temporary punishment, and thai with a view for their pre- 


paration for Heaven. As wel!, did I say? There would be much 
more propriety in saying of the former that they are lost, than of 
the latter; for in ou ir | risons, convicts are often confined without any 
reference to their personal good, but for the safety of the public; 


and there is in no case, certainty that they will be reformed, but of- 
ten a strong probability that they will be made worse iv wtnbi 1 of 
be'ter, by their imprisonment. But, upon Mr. B.’s principles, th se 
who are sent to Hell, are sent there for their benefit; and ther is 
a known certainty arising from the promises of God, that they will 
not only be released, but that this punishment shall be the very thing 
which shall ‘purge away their sin,” and prepare them for that 
glorious inheritence in Heaven, to which they are destined by the 
decree of God, and of which they all are, or may be certain in this 
life. To talk of souls being lost while the re is no endle ‘ss punish- 
ment, under the government of a ‘‘good and wise God” to which 
they can be sentenced, and while all who read his word are express- 
ly informed that he is determined to save them, and while they 
themselves, even under the severest pains which they can feel a- 
midst the flames of Hell, can comfort themselves with the assur- 
ance that this is but the ‘fire of love,” which will assuredly “‘work 
out for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” is 
in our view the very height of absurdity. A child shut up in a dark 
room, With a view to bring him to obedience to his parents’ com- 
mands, might as well be said to be lost. 

But here we shi all | be told, that sinners, whom Christ came ‘“‘to 
seek and to save,”’ are now said to be lost; that those to whom 
“‘the gospel is hid” are said to be lost, and that the Bible speaks 
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familiarly of the impenitent and unbelieving generally, as lost. All 
his, we r radily acknowledge. And it is on the principle that they 
are liable to be wrrecoverably lost. If there was no external ruin, 
or absolute destruction, to which they are liable, this languags 
would be improper, The use of it, by the sacred writers, in reter- 
ence to the wicked, is among the most appalling evidence, that end- 
Jess woe as before them, unless they repent. It is never said, eith 
in the Bible, or among men, who use language with p-opricty, that 
any one is dost, while God knows, and th ) know, and the person 
himself knows, that he is safe. The impenitent and unbelieving 
are vow under a sentence of condemnation which will never be re- 
voked unless they repent. They are walking in the broad way 
which leads to destruction, to interminable woe, and to tbis they 
will certainly arrive, unless they retrace their steps. They are at 
enmity with God, a state of mind which disqualifies them for the 
enjoyment of Heaven, and which, unless ‘‘th y make themselves a 
new heart and a new spirit,’’ will necessarily involve them in com- 
plete and eternal wretchedness. And with respect to their repen- 
tance and reformation, there is, as yet, an entire uncertainty) Ap- 
pearances are in favor of their continuance in the road to death 
They are, therefore, said in respect to what they are exposed, and 
what they must inevitably suffer, if they do not change their course, 
to be lost; in the same sense, in which it is now fan iliarly said of 
the inteinperate and dissipated, they are ruined men, or a person 
sentenced to be executed, he is a dead man. In each of these 
cases, they-are said to be ruined, dead, or lost in 


respect not se 


much to what they now are, as to that state to which the y are tend 
”> 


ing. 


From the Massachusetts Missionary Magazine 


ON RESPECT OF 





PERSONS. 


It is allowed by all, that to be a respecter of persons is wrong 
and criminal in any moral agent. At the same time, it is proba- 
ble that some aftach very erroneous ideas to the phrase. It is the 
object of the follswing remarks, to show, with as much precision 
as the writer is able, what it is to be a respecter ol persons. 

To be a respecter of persons, as the phrase is commonly under- 
stood among ména, is to show favor to some and refuse it to others, 
from partial, mterested motives. To show more favor to some 
persons than to others, if it be not done from partial, interested 
motives, is not considered by mankind in general, as respecting 
persons in any criminal sense. For instance; to express more es- 
teem and respect for a man of distinguished virtue and merit, than 
for a man, infamously vicious, or to bestow more favors upon the 
honest, industrious poor, than upon the poor and knavish, provided 
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it be done with proper motives, is never considered, by reasonable 


men, asa etimlent respect of persons. ro can it be considered 
as a criminal respect of persons, for one to show more favor to 
some than to others, of persons who are equally deserving, provid- 
ed it be done with "disied @taste d motives. The Governor of the 
Commonwealth cannot be accused of respecting persons, for bestow~ 
ing an horourable and lucrative offlce upon one citixen, and passing 
by another equally capable and meritorious, if, owing to certain cir- 
cumstances, he really thinks it will be more conducive to the public 
good. And, onthe other hand, supposing two criminals, equally guil- 
ty, are under sentence of death, and the Chief Magistrate is convinc- 


ed that the safety of the State requires the execution of but one of 


them; who will accuse him of respecting persons, for pardoning the 
ond, and giving orders for the execution of the other? 

But, if a man shows peculiar favor or respect to certain persons, 
rather than to others, from partial, interested motives, he is uni- 
versally and ju istly considered a re spec ter of persons. Ifa | arenf, 
from a partial, unreasonable fondness for one of his children, con- 
fers on him peculiar + availa. he is.a respeeter of persons. If a 
judge shows favonr to some, on account of their relation to himself, 
or on account of their rank, fortune or conhexions, and denies jus- 
tice to others, because they are poor, or ignorant, or destitute of 
opulent and powerful friends, he is an odious respeeter of persons. 
Thus it appears, that, according to the common acceptation of the 
phrase among mankind, to be a respecter of persons, is to show fa- 
vour to some and refuse it to others, from partial, interested mo- 
tives. And, in this sense the phrase is used in the holy Scriptures. 

Thus, in the | laws which God gave the children of Israec l, hh »en- 
joined this upon them, Leviticus xux. 15 Ye shall do no unrigh- 
teousness in judgmeut; thou shalt not reject the person of the poos 
nor honor the person of = mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou 
judge thy neighbour.”” Again, he tells the same people, Deuter- 
onomy 1. 16,17. “And 1 charged your judges at that time, say- 
ing, hear the causes between your brethren, and judge righteou sly 
between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him. Ye shall not respect persons in judgment, but ye shall 
hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afeaid of the 
face of man.”’ 

The words of St. James show, very plainly, the scriptural idea 
of respect of persons. James ii. 10. “My brethren, have not 
the faith of our Lord Jesus ee the Lord of glory, with re- 
spect to persons. For ifthere come unto your assembly a man 
with a gold ring, in goodly apparrel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment; and ye shall have re spect to him that weareth 
the gay clothing, and say unto bim, sit thou here in a good place; 
and say to the poor, stand thou there, or sit here under my foot- 
stool: Are ye not then partial in yourselve ‘s?—If ye fulfil the roy- 
al law according to the Seripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself, ye do well: but if ye have respect to persons, ye commit 
sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.”’ 
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If the preceeding remarks are just, they lay a foundation for 
the following inferences. 

1. When it is said in Seripture, that, God is no r specter of 

persons, the meaning is, that he does not treat his moral subjects 
ma partial, unjust manner; but that he treats them all, and man- 
kind in particular, high and low, rich and poor, bond and free, Jew 
and Gentile according to their characters, without any undue favour 
or affection whatever. He is high above all sinister views and par- 
tial attachments. All those distinctions of honor and rank and 
wealth and nation, which are made among men, are levelled in His 
presence, before whom the inhabitants of the earth are as grass- 
hoppers, and from whom the greatest are as far removed as the 
least. He will distribute justice and jud. ment with an equal hand. 
Them that honour bim, however poor, and low, and dispised in 
this world, He will honour; but them that dispise Him, however 
great and rich and noble they may be considered among men, He 
will lightly esteem. He will reward the righteous and punish the 
wicked, He will save saints and destroy sinners. 
Chis not only follows from the above remarks, but is evident from 
several passages of Scripture. The following are worthy of par- 
ticular attention. Acts x. 34,35. ‘Then Peter opened his mouth 
and said, of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, 
but, in every nation, he that feareth Him and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.’ Rom. ii. 6,11. ‘*Who will render 
to every man aceording to his deeds: to them who, by patient con- 
tinuance jn well-doing, seek for glory and honour and immortality, 
eternal life; but unto them that are contentious, and d 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wraty, tribula- 
tion and anguish, upon every man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
and also of the Gentile: but glory, Jionour and peace, to every man 
that worketh good; to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: For 
there is no respect of persons with God.” 

2. From the preceeding observations, it appears, that God’s 
being no respecter of persons, does not afford any evidence that 
He will save all mankind. Universalists frequently say, that if 
God saves some of mankind and destroys the rest, He will bea re- 
specter of persons. ‘This is as much as to say, that God cannot, 
without respecting persons, treat mankind differently, in the world 
to come. Whereas, it is because He is no respecter of persons, 
that he will treat them differently. At the great and last day God 
will sit on the judgment-seat, and dispense rewards and punish- 
ments among mankind, according to their characters and deeds done 
inthe body. He will not do the least injustice, nor show the least 
partiality. But, should He, at that day, clear the guilty, should he 
adjudge those to salvation who died in impenitency and unbelief, 
He would not act the part of an upright judge; He would show a 
partial regard to sinners, to the neglect of the glory of his char- 
acter and the good of His kingdom. What could savour more of 
respect of persons, than for God to bestow heavenly blessedness 
upon those who remain incorrigible enemies to his character and 


r 


o not obey 
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government, and who, during life, have despised the riehes of his 
goodness, forbearance aid long suffering? “ That God is wo re- 
specter of persons, ts a conclusive argument against the doctrine 
of universal salvation, atid should make all universalists tremble, 
in view of the awful consequences of their persevering impenitency 
and necleet of the great salvation offered in the gospel. 

3. Sxod may form the moral characters of his rational creatures, 
as He pleases, without being a respeeter of persons. R spect of 
persons relates to characters already formed, and not to the for- 
mation of characters God’s being no respecter of persons, im- 
plies, that he will treat all his accountable creatures in an impar- 
tial, just and eq itable manter, according to their several charac- 
ters {t is imp ssible to show respect to persons, before they, are 
mads, or have any moral characters, either good or bad. \ 

God saw it to be necessary, in order to accomplish his original 
and benevolent design in creating the universe, that there should 
be creatures of diffrent capacities and of different moral charac- 
ters. He saw it to be necessary, that there should be good and 
evil angels, and good and bad men. Accordingly, he determined 
to bring angels and men into existence, and to form their charac- 
ters according to his pleasure. He had the most wise and benev- 
olent end in view, in determining the existence and moral charac- 
ters of all bis rational creatures: and in bringing them into exis- 
tence and actually forming their characters, he has no partiality 
for anyone. His ultimate end is, to display his own glory and to 
make a univers >. whi h shall contain the ore atest possible sum of 
yiness., As the ereat pott ‘r, he moulds the clay 


‘ent sizes and shanes, according to the use he 


h iDpess and ha 






into vessels of ¢ 


intends to make of them. As the potter displays no partiality 
in forming different vess ‘ls for different uses; so God is no respect 
er of persons, in forming men of different characters for different 
ends. In forming the moral characters of his creatures, God dis- 
plays his sovereignfy; in his treatmént of them, after their moral 
characters are formed, He displays his justice and his grace, 
without respect to persons. 

41. From what hath been brought into view, it appears, that 
Gol’s being no respecter of persons, is no solid objection against 
the doctrine of election. ‘The Scripture teaches ns, that God 
elected some to everlasting life, that be might glorify himself in 
their deliverance from sin and*misery. And in determining the 
number and the individuals, whom he would save, he was guided 
by his own infinite wisdom. He determined to save as many as 
it would be best to save. And he fixd on the individuals, with a 
view, not to their good simply, but to his own glory and the high- 
est good of his kingdom. He had no more respect to the persons 
of those whom le elected, than to the persons of those whoin he 
did not elect. He did not elect some, becavse he valued their 
happiness more than the happiness of others. He viewed the 
souls of men, as all precious, all equally capable of happiness and 
deserving of misery. He determined to regenerate and save 
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those, whom he saw it would be most for his own glory or the 
general good, to regenerate and save. Hence, there was no re- 
spect of persons with God, in electing some to everlasting life. 
But, bad he elected those to salvation, whom he knew he could 
not save, without injury to the universe, would he vot bave shown 
a partial respect to the persons of those sinners? Shall not God 
express more regard for his own glory and the good of bis king- 
dom, than for the happiness of any one or of any number of sinful, 
hell-deserving creatures? 


THEOPHILUS 


BOLD CHALLENGE TO 





INFIDELS. 


Rev. Dr. Bennett, of London, while preaching a short time 
since on the evidences of Christianity, to a large and 
sembly, many of whom were declared ne 
me at in the following singular manner: 

‘ Yet, after all, we will give you alle chance. You know 
this Christians believe that Jesus raised the dead more than 
ence; you say he only made the people believe that he did —Well, 
why should you not do the same? One make-believe will be set 
off against another, and you will destroy what you call the great 
delusion. Now, there are plenty of burial v rounds about Loudon, 
and we may find some one who has been inte >rred three or four days, 
so that he is fresh in the memory of his friends, and they can tell 
when they see him again; and we can find some sisters who are 
still weeping for their deceased brother. Now, gather your wit- 
nesses; you need not want spectators. Go to the grave; but stop, go 
first to the house of the mourners, and take them with you; for they 
will care most ab put the business, VW he *n you are 
tomb, lift your voice in bold style, as you know well enough how 
to do, and say, “Mr. Such-a-one, rise!” and see if you cannot per- 
suade all about you, that they be 05 him rising. But why do 
you look so blank? What is the matter with you? You have 
courage enough to oppose and revile Jesus: why have you none to 
imitate and rival him? Are you saying to yourselves, ‘T hough 
we should make all the people sag they saw the de ad man rise, 
for a burial ground is a fine place for a morbid imagination to p lay 
its pranks in; yet this would not be enough; and the mischief is, that 
we could not make the sisters fancy that their dead brother went 
home and lived with them afterwards. If-we could, we should have 
a splendid triumph; for then we should be invited to a good dinner, 
and people would come, not only to see us dine, but for the sake of 
seeing the man whom we raised from the dead sitting at the table 
with us, as multitudes came, not merely to see Jesus, but Lazarus 
aiso, whom he raised from the dead.”’ 
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give it al! up; for I never shal! persuade you to try this one bold 
stroke, that would do more execution if it should sueceed, than all 
the petty blows you are now aiming at religion. But till you cap 
veuture upon this, you should hold your peace about miracles; and 
let. Christians talk away here, as they please; while you by your 


ai 


silence, tel! aloud that you cannot answer them For much as you 


hate the word mystery, you must confess that there is some mys- 
tery here, that you cannot fathom; how Jesus should satisfy the 
people that he worked miracles upon thousands, and you, who are 
so much ecleverer, cannot make the people believe that you can 
work one! Oduly recollect that if you cannot meet this one argu- 
ment, it remains a truth that revealed religion is true.” : 


From the Temperance A lvocate. 
TUR GREAT ERROR IN TEMPERANCE PRINCIPLES, 


The great error was, those persons who preached and wrote 
against intemperance (with very few exceptions,) did not address 
themselves to the right class of persons: they did not admonish the 
temperate man not to become a temperate drinker: they did not 
caution the father against the practice of permitting his son to 
drink a little strong drink: they did not take the cup from the 
hand of the mother, that contained the fatal poison which she 
would administer to her darling:—But th ‘y addressed their 


re- 


monstranc:s, they levelled their denunciations against confirmed + 


sots, and they fell harmless at their feet, or were returned with— 
‘© we drink no more than we want, and you do the same!” 

“Take a lilile, was, when *“* roucu NoTv”’ should bavebeen the 
temperate man’s motto. Notso, now: we have been admonished 
by the experience of our predecessors, and have profited by their 
errors; we have adopte d the rule, to “‘ touch not, taste not, handle 
not”’ the fatal cup; and this is the only safe and true course for 
the triends of temperance. 
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RELIGIOUS. 


luxiliary Bible Sociely of Bristol County, Mass.—This So- 
ciety, ove of the oldest iu the country, held its Angual Meeting in 
Beckley, September 2ist, 183 A sermon was preached by Rev 
Knoch Santord, of Raynham; after which the 
were chosen for the year eusuing: 
Hon, James L. Hodges, President. 
Rev. Lhomas Andros, ) 
Dea. Peter Thacher, S Vice Presidents. 
Maj. Ehhab By, Dean, 


Rev. Enoch S 


following oliicers 


inford, Recording and ¢ ‘orresponding Secretar 
Deacon William Reed, Treasurer. 


tev. Pitt Clark, Lev. 


" 
J 


Preston Cummings, 


- tev. Otis Thompson, Gen Shepard Leach, 
@ 4 Rey. Alvan Cobb, Mr. Daniel Brewer, 
-- | Rev. Lather Hamilton, lion. Noah Claflin, 
~ | Rev. Erastus Maltby, Dea. John Reed. 


Rev. Otis ‘Thompson, Rev. Preston 


Thor Cummings, and Dea 
William Reed, Bible Committee. 


It being found, that the wants of the County are nearly sup- 
pli ' it was voted to transmit $100 to the 4d reasurer 


of the 
American Bible Society. 


last Attleborough, on 
Ist Preacher, Rey 
Preston Cummings. 


he next Annual Meeting is to be at F 
the third Wednesday in September, 1832 
Stetson Hayward. 2d Do. Rev, 
The following is an extract from the 16th Ann. Re port of the 
Trustees, made Sept. 1830, 

‘But why should this w rk stop at the boundaries of our own 
county? ‘Phe American Bible Society have undertaken to supply 
as far as practicable, every destitute family in the Union, within 
two years—more than one of which has already elapsed. Have 
Ww no part to take in this great ent ‘rprise ? Mere resolutions 
wiil not accomplish this object; the work must be done, and p ople 
must be found to do it. ‘The great region, west of the Allegha- 
nies, where population is annually increasing, by many times the 
number of the inhabitants of such a county as this, must be s p- 
plied with the word of God, and that speedily, or the agents of 
the Mother of abominations, backed by 


th ir tens and hundreds 
of thousands a year, from foreign states, will soon persuade them, 
that it is an unsafe book; and soon it will be found, that the bible 
cansot gain acecss to the majority of these United States, till 
God shall send another Luther to make an overturn, and another 
Rogers and Latimer and Cranmer, and hundr ds more, 
the eyes of the people, by the flames of the fatal stake. 

But this great work would not be done, were all the 


i 


to open 


families 
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in this nation supplied with the bible. The Savior requires, that 
it be sent to every creature under heaven.”’ 


Churches in the valley of the Mississippi.i—The relative 
strenyth of the Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist Churches 
in the Valley, so far as numbers give strength, may be seen by 
the following estimate, the two former denominations being taken 
from the Baptist Tract Magazine: 

Church Members. Ministers. 
Ba; tist 85,611 1.086 
Presbyterian 60,625 548 
Methodist 160,014 (itinerant) 673 
Episcopal Church mn Ireland.—There are 4 Archbishops; | 


Bishops; Rectors, Vicars, and Perpetual Curates, about 700 


Assistant Curates, about 560; members and s ipporters estimated 
at 1. YOU ,0UU, 


Effouts of Catholics in France.—There is a powerful effort 
made to bring over every Protestant that enters the land to the 
prince les of Romanism. A yo 


ng lady has lately spent some 


time in I’rance, for the purpose of learning the language, and sh 


bas borne her testimony, that twenty-four hours never passed, 
: 


without an effort beine made to convert her to the Church of 
Rome, and several letters have been written to her with the san 
view. A gentleman searched two large towns in Italy, and ec 
not discover a Bible, and also several towns in Franee with 


better success; at last, however, on inquiring for a Bible at 


bookseller’s shop, th y told him, to his delight, that th y had one 
’ , 22 
riowll of 7 


SY 


ry, geiving an account ol the various manners in which the Vir 


and immediately handed him a book, entitled ** 7h 


9 


Mary should be worshipped, and the advantage derived fro 
serving her.—Prolestant. 


SECULAR, 


The Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Boston have addressed 
a circular to the selectmen of the seaport towns in Massachusetts, 
1 


New Llampshire, Main ry Rhode Island and Connectic it, asking 


their aid aud co-operation to prevent the introduction of that dire- 


ful malady » Cholera Morbus, into the United States. 


Colored Slave Holders.—The following statement, from a 


London paper, presents the subject of slavery ina different light 
from that in which many have beheld it. But we have numerous 


colored slave holders in the United States. In every point of 


character they materially resemble the whtles, They are surely 
"9 


of the same ‘‘species! ‘They are rather more inclined to justice 
however it would seem —Gen. of Universal Em uncipation., 

, *On the 15th ultimo, in the debate on West India Negro 
Slavery, in the British House of Commons, Dr. Lushington stated 


that the free people of color in the island of Jamaica, possessed 
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seventy thousand slaves, and had authorized him to consent te a 
measure for the emaucipation of those slaves, if it should be cone 


: > 
sidered necessary.” 


POSTAGE OF THIS PAPER. 
The following is an extract from a letter, dated ‘Post Office 
Department, J 


%) 


ine Bth, 1831 


‘¢'T'y be considered a newspaper, it is necessary the p blication 
should contain advertisem ts, and a summary of news, or notice if 
current ev ts.—If, hereafter, any » rtion of it should { devoted to 
the information of ¢ lay, it will beeome proper to consider it a 


newspaper, and to rate the postage on it as sich 
W. T. BARRY.” 
The followine is an extract from a letter, dated ** Post Office 


Department, Office of Application and Instruction, Sept. 234, 





“Tt any 


ter of the publication in regard to the introduction of the news of 


the day (in this No. it is in feference to reli 





ears from an examination of this No., that th@®charac- 


ious matters) 1s 
eianged from what it appeared to be in the Ist No., which was 
composed of essays on religions topics without containing any in- 
formation as to current events It now becomes a Newspaper, 
as it vives a portion of the news of the day 
tisemenuts;—il should there for be 


ingly. 


and contains aver 


charged with postage, accord 


T am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. R. HOBBITE, 
Assistant P. M. General.”’ 














The postage of this paper, to any place within the State in which 
if is printed, is one ceni; to any place wilhout that Sta e, not 
tant more than one hundred miles, one cent—over a hundred iniles, 
one anda hulf cent 


dis- 


7~ 
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THEOLOGICAL WORKS 


Patey’s Naturau THrovocy, illustrated by the plates and by a 


selection from the notes of James Paxton, with 


dditional notes, original 
and selected New edition 


Warson’s ‘PHEoLOGICAL INstrrures, ora view of the evidences, 
doctrines, morals and institutions of Christianity, by hichard W atson.— 
Stereotvpe edition ; ; 

In addition to the above may be found a very valuable collection of 
Theological and other Books at CORY & BROW’ 


a 


13, Market-street. 


AN ESSAY ON THE STATE OF INFANTS, by Rev. Alvan Hyde 
D. PD. Price 10 cents. For sale by HUTCHENS & STFPARD, 
WILLIAM MARSHALL & Co No. 12, Market quare, t rovidence, 
‘mount for Reok anp Jop PRINTING, 
in a neat manner, with promptness, and ou reasonable terms 

Providence, March, 1881 


R. I. will exeeute orders of any 
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